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Extracts from the Report of Brigadier 
General John E. Wool, dated 


Inspector Generat’s Orricr, 
Nassau, N. Y, Oct. 23, 1839. 

Hitherto the political and military relations of the 
world have been such, that the soverzigns of Europe, 
for the safety of their empires, and the security of 
their governments, have placed the ir ief depen- 
dence upon the strength of armies, which have been 
increased in proportion as each Government has been 
menaced by surrounding naitons. The United States, 
it is true, has been mmueh more highly favered. Their 
distant situation from the continent, places them ina 
great degree beyond the influence of the threatened 
attitude of the great powers of Europe; consequently 
they have been relieved from the necessity of sup- 
porting extensive military peace establishments. Yet 
neither three thousand miles’ distance, nor the car- 
tious and wary policy of the Government, have shield- 
ed them from the evils incident to a state of war. 
They, too, after years Of submission to insults and in- 
juries, have been compelled to organiz2 armies, and 
fizht battles, in defence of their rights. 

“It must b+ obvious to ail who reflect npon the snb- 
ject, that the condition of nations mnst be that of al- 
ternate peace and war. It, therefore, follows as a 
self evident truth, that a Jong continuance of peace 
indigates the nearer approach of war; and, instead of 
relaxing the eiforts to sustain an efficient military or- 
ganization, they ought to be increased In a ratio cor- 
responding with the length ofthe peace. The period 
when 2 military organization could be relinquished 
with the least danger to the national safety, is imme- 
diately after the! termination of a war. This is sub- 
iaitted as agencral proposition. But the disturbances 
in Europe at the present moment furnish, as I con- 
ceive, a stronz additional argument for keeping our 
military organization as perfect as possible, and tor 
increasing rather than diminishing onr military force. 
Our peaceable relations with the nations of Europe 
are always endanzered wherever those nations are 
belligerent, and the United States neutral. It is then 
that little regard is had to the neutral flag; and neu- 
tral commerce is constantly subjected to vexatious 
interruptions, and serious cepredations. The flag is 
insulted; our citizens on the high seas are exposed, 
not only to the loss of property, but to personal indig- 
nities, and the violation of personal liberty; and the 
marauder of the ocean, to justify his outrage, points 
to the belligerent flag of his nation. Such wrongs 
and indignities, asa nation, we have encountered, 

and@ ‘to such, in all probability, we shall again be ex- 
_ posed. é 

It is impossible to foresee all the consequences 
which may follow the revolutions in Euro One 
thing, however, is certain; the chances of Postiliti 5 
are every where increased, and no wise nation will, 
at such a period, deprive themselves of any part of 
their existing means of defence. It should also be 
takeu into consideration, that colonies of the most 
powerful maritime nation of Enrop2 border on the 
territories of the United States, on the north and on 
the east ; that another of the Enropean nations, with 
whain our relations have frequently been not only 
unfriendly, but threatening, is now in possession of a 
large, populous and wealttiyv colony, almost within 
sight of our shores, and in the vicinity of those States 
where a servile insurrection might be productive of 
the most disastrous consequences. * * . 
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| In the event of hostilities, there is not a nation in 
the world on whose friendship we could rely. Our 
reliance must be on the valour and patriotisin of our 
own citizens. But litthe will those virtues avail us, 
unless their energies shall be made efficiert by science 
and discipline; then, inleed, we may pursue our on- 
ward course, though a lion should lay in our path. 

| The lessons derived {rom experience are more val- 
uable than plausible theories ; and no sagacious states- 
man will suifer his imagination so far to delude his 
judgment, as to believe that the world will, in this 
age, become sufficienfly enlightened to renounce the 
practice of war, or to believe that wars are no longer 
necessary, in some cases for the ends of justice, and 
in many for the protection of the interests, the rights, 
aud the honor of nations... Theduture is.shrouded in 
darkness: the past is ourown. To the future we 
may dook for possible blessings: to the past we must 


ook, if we would guard ourselves from probable 


evils. Recurring, then, to past experience, for les- 
sons to guide us in our future course, I would call up 
your recollections of the last war, and of the situation 
of the country at its commencement. Great Britain, 
with a force never exceeding thirty thousand rank and 
file, during a war of nearly three years, defended her 
extensive possessions in America against all the ef- 
forts of the United States, with a population exceed- 
ing eight milions ; and what is more wonderful, with 
a force of Jess than ten thousand recular troops, not 
only detended her own poss-ssions for two years, but 
made conquests inthe United States. Yet during the 
same period, alihough her vessels of war covered the 
ocean and thronged the coasts—although there was 
not a seaport froin Maine to Georgia that did not hear 
the ne of her cannon, no naval trophies were won 
from Americans, whilst a series of victories on their 
part astonished the queen of the ocean, and humbled 
her pride on her own element, surrounded as she was 
by her thousand ships of war. Had the organization 
and discipline of the army been as perfect as that of 
the navy, the northern and western frontier, instead 
of being the scene of disasters and defeats, would 
have presented cities and fortresses as the prizes of 
our valour and skill, won by our prowess in arms ; 
and history would have perpetuated American names 
as renowned as that of Wolle. 

A profound knowledge of the science of war, uni- 
ted with talents and experience rather than numbers, 
generally decides the issue of military operations. 


To this, during the earlier period of the last war, we 
‘imay trace our successes on the ocean and on the 


lakes; to the want of it, we may trace our defeats 
and disgraces on the land. The efficiency of every 
army must be Jooked for in the composition of the 
material and organization, which should be so consti- 
tuted as to be capable of enlarging itself according to 
emergency, in the shortest time, and at the smallest 
possible expense tothe nation. Such an organization 
is particularly required in the United States, where 
only a small military force is maintained in time of 
peace, and which, I apprehend, is not intended so 
much for immediate defence as instruction. It is 
supported in anticipation of the future, by which offi-. 
cers may learn the art of war. If this is not the ob- 
ject, Lam yet to learn for what purpose it is main- 
tained. It cannot be (or the protection of our fron- 
lier against the incursion of savages, tor a few militia 
would keep them from making war, or committing 
depredations, on the inhabitants. It is to provide the 
means, when required, of preparing and directing the 
physical resources, the militia as well as the regular 


itroops of the country, against the attacks of some 
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civilized power. If such is not the object, why erec: | REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF TIE ORD- 


those immense fortresses on the seaboard? They 
certainly cannot be intended as a defence against In- 
dians. The rank and fileof an army can be obiained 
at any time, but not officers, for it requires years ol 
study and reflection to qualify them for command; 
therefore the necessity, if you would avoid defeat and 
disgrace in time of war, of retaining, with a small 
peace establishment, on only a large proportion o! 
officers, but an organiza ion embracing all the grades 
and all the corps required in war. By these observa- 
tions, however, it should not be inferred that we have 
a greater number of officers than are necessary to pei- 
iorm the services required by our peace establishment. 
On the contrary, distribute] as the troops are, I ain 
confident we have not too many. Brat . 





If the ariny was concentrated, one general offic r,| 
in time of peace, might probably answer for the coin- | 
mand, and the duties of the staff might, perhaps, be | 
discharged by one adjutant general, two inspectors | 
general, one quartermaster general and six assistants, | 
oné-cominissary general and ten assistants, one pay- | 
master general and four assistants, and fifteen sur- | 
geons and assistant surgeons. But; dispersed as the 
establishment is over the United States, it would be | 
difficult indeed to enforce the rules and regulations for | 
its government to correct errors, prevent abuses, and | 
to establish order, uniformity, and a regular system of 


discipline, with less than three general officers, two | 


inspectors general, and one adjutant general. And 
it would be equally difficult for the quartermaster ge- 
neral, commissary general, and paymaster general, 
without an increase of officers proportioned to the 
increase of posts, to discharge the duties of their de- 
partments. The troops of each post must be paid, 


subsisted and supplied with quarters, fucl, forage, | 


transportation, &c. The services of these departments 


require separate and distinct agents, and must be per- | 


formed either by officers of the army, or ether agents 


appointed for that purpose. If they can be performed | ; : ee 
| The disbursing officers of this department 


by officers, which hitherto has been the case, it super- 
sedes the expense of special agents, and at the same 
time gives active and useful employment to a large 
roportion of officers who would be, with the know- 
edge thus acquired, all important when called into 
active service. The officers of the line, thus em- 
ployed in the staff with those on prdnance, topogra- 
phical surveys, at the Military Academy, and acting 
as engineers, make about one hundred and fifty in 
number, all of whom are performing services, with 
the exception of those on topographical duty, (not. 
however, the least important,) which could not be 
performed by any other persons, without materially 
deranging the organization of the army, changing the 
system of accountability, and of rendering the whole 
incoinplete and inefficient. With this number of offi- 
cers detatched from the line, inciuding those on the 
recruiting service, we have scarcely a sufficient num- 
ber remaining to discharge the ordinary duties of a 
garrison. 

With these views on the subject presented for in- 
quiry, I am unable to arrive at any other conclusion, 
than that any reduction of the mililary forces at this 
time would be unwise and prejudicial to the “ public 
service.” 


TEMPERANCE syrps.—It is generally known that 
on all vessels, including whaling and sealing vessels, 
sailing on temperance principles, one-fiith part of the 





whole premiuin paid forinsurance is returned by the 
Insurance Companies in this city, at the end of the 


NANCE DEPARTMENT. 
Orpnance Orrice, 
Washington, Nov. 22, 1841. 
Sin: In compliance with the instructions 
from the War Department of the Sth October, 
| have the honor to submit a report of the 
operations of the Ordnance department during 
the year ended 30th September, 1841. 
fiscaL conceRNS.—Balance of funds avail- 
able for the service of the Ordnance depart- 
ment on the 30th September, 1S40— 


_Undrawn from Treasury $874,956 50 


In hands of disbursing of- 
fieers - - - 11,383 48 
————— $886,339. 98 
Amount received from sales, rents, and 
other sources - - - - 
Amount of appropriations for the year 
IS41, viz: 
By act of 3d March, 
IS41 - - 
By act of 9th Septem- 
ber, 1841 - 


32,257 64 


$1,071,345 85 


220,000 00 1,291,845 85 


Total for the year 1841. 2,209,943 47 





Amount of expenditures in the year 
ended 30th September, 1841 . 

Balance available on the 30th Septem- 
ber, 1841, viz: 


Undrawn from the Trea- 


sury . - - $945,394 49 
Inthe hands of dispursing 


oilicers - - - 


15,991 32 964,386 $1 


BOM: docene amie wie 2,209,943 47 
have promptly accounted, according to law 
and regulations, for all the funds placed in 
‘their hands. Great convenience and advan- 
‘tage to the service would result from a change 
in the manner of making appropriations, so 
that the funds might become available on the 
ist October in each year, by which arrange- 
ment contracts for work and materials might 
be made in the- winter, the most favorable 
| time for making them ; and the appropriations 
‘for one year would be generally expended and 
‘accounted for before those for the next year 
became available. 
ARMAMENT OF Fortifications.—The 
jamount of expenditures under this head, dur- 
‘ing the vear ended 30th September, 1841, is 
490.784 C2. 

|The principal stores procured are— 
70 seacoast canno; 
40 carriages for ditto ; 

800 cannon balls ; 


' 18,500 cubic feet of gun-carriage timber. 
3 ; 


{ 
| 


In order the better to secure the interests of 
| the United Siates in procuring ordnance from 


voyage. We are glad to knew that some merchants private foundries, a condition has been intro- 
contribute the amount thus received to the cause of dueed into the contracts for this year, that an 


seamen, through the American Seamen’s Friend So- | |g : 
; ° : ge ane 
ciety ; thus twice blessing that hardy and useful class officer or agent of the Ordnance department 


of men. Tea and coffee should be given as a substi-| Shall be allowed to attend at the foundries 
tute for ardent spirits. —N. ¥. Journal of Commerce. | during the manufacture of ordnance, to see 
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that proper materials and stiitable means ar | — 2,000 sets of infantry accoutrements; 
used for producing work ofa good quality, | 1,000 sets of cavalry do, 
which cannot always be satisfa ctorily ascer= | 1,000 sets of rifle do. 
tained by proof and inspection of ihe ‘finished | 1,100 percussion cannon locks ; 
guns. ‘This object would be still better se-| 12.274 Ibs. cartridge paper ; 
cured by the establishment of a national foun- 9,000 cubic feet of field-carriage timber. 
dry, where the necessary experiments on the Of the appropriation for the purchase of 
use of difierent kinds of iron and different pro- materials for gunpowder, the sum of $49,- 
cesses of manufacture might be tried, and 326 59 has beea applied to procuring and 
where such a quantity of arcane might be, slasina in store— 
made as would enable the department to di- 504.756 lbs. refined saltpetre ; 
rect and control the work at private foun- 74,555 Ibs. refined brimstone. 
dries. A special report en this subject was; The principal supp! ies issued to the regular 
made to vou from this office on the Ist in-' troops and to the militia in the service of the 
stant, and an item to authorize the purchase U nited States. ME the year, are— 
of a site for a foundry has, agreeably to your 6 field guns 5 
instructions, been introduced into the general 11 field carriages, with implements 
estimate for the next year. and equipments j 
In pursuance of orders received from the 2,500 rounds ef ammunition for field 
War Department on the 13th March last, and service ; 
at subsequent times, as the forts were report- 25 sets of artillery harness for four 
ed ready to receive their armament, there have | horses ; 
A been sent to the foits on the seacoast and on 5.754 muskets ; 
: the northern frontier— 1.795 carbines ; 
417 heavy cannon; 181 pistols; 
440, gun-carriages. 1,495 swords and sabres ; 
With these supplies, added to those pre- 600 sets of cavalry accoutrements ; 
viously on hand, the fortifications at the fol- 2,000 sets infantry accoutrements ; 
lowing points will be furnished with a a con- 409 sets horse equipments for dra- 
siderable part of their heavy armament: goons 
, Portland. Me. Fort Ww ashington, Md. 930.825 ball cartridges for small arms; 
- Portsmouth, N. TH. Hampton, roads, Va. 163.935 blank do do do do 
7 New 0g he Mass. Beaufort N.C. 74,739 flints; 
: Newport, R. Cape Fear, N. C. 382,460 percussion caps. 
: New London, Bik Charleston, S. C. Nationa ArMortes.—The expenditures 
. N. York harbor, N.Y Savannah, Ga. at the national armories, during the year end- 
P Niagara, N.Y. Pensacola, Fa. ed 30th September, 1841, have been as fol- 
e Oswego, N. Y. Mobile. Ala. lows. 
“ Delaware river, Penn. New Orleans, La. a ae Pea ee seh rs 
‘ Baltimore, Md. we ty | Springfield | ‘Total. 
m A great quantity of ordnance, and a large i. See | 
it number of gun-carriages. cannon balls and |---| | —__- — — 
. other ordnance stores, (amou ning to more For the man- | 
1 ro Ajanta are vet re quire d to come pact ol $190,174 28| 906,037 171$405,211 42 

plete the armament of these forts, and of 55, repairs 
ir others which will be ready to receive their ar- and im- 

mament during the next year; and it is highly provements , 56,203 44) 10,756 65| 66,965 07 
e desirable that the appropriations for this ol ject ——_—| ry 
- should be more liberal than heretofore, in Total 255,382 72| 216,795 7] 472,176 50 
iS order to provide a suitable supply of cannon | 








T here have been manufi ‘actured— 

| At Harper’ rs F erry armory, 8,650 muskets, 
PURCHASE OF ORDNANCE AND ORDNANCE. 190 Hall's rifles ; 

Stores.—Under the appropriations for this; Ay Springfield armory, 10,700 muskets. 

object, the expenditures during the year end-| "The product of the armories has been this 

ed 50th September, 1841, have amounted to vear much less than usual, in consequence 


a *93,539 68. | chiefly of the introduction of a new and im- | 


and earriages, which cannot be immediately 
obtained on an emergency. 


4 The principal stores, procured are as fol- | | Prov ed model of the musket, which has ren- 
in “Oye | dered necessary an alteration of the machinery 
at 6 seacoast cannon, (experimental;) | for making arms. At Harper’s Ferry armory 
na 34 field cannon; there were also large arrearages of debts from 


a 39 field carriages ; last year to be paid, 
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Since the date of the last report from this|returns of the militia, on which the appor- 
office, an important change has been made in| tionment of arms is made, are very irregular, 
the administration of the national armories, by | and generally much in arrear ; in consequence 
dispensing with the superintendents heretofore of which, the distribution of arms to the 
employed at them, and placing the armories | States is not in proportion to the real strength 
under the immediate direction of ordnance of: jof the militia. It is worthy of considera- 
ficers. From the operation of this measure,}tion, whether a fair and equal distribution 
thus far, in correcting abuses at the armories,! might not be made by such a modification of 
it is confidently believed that the good effects | the act of 1808 as should require the distribu- 
anticipated from its adoption will be realized ;| tion of arms to be made to the States in pro- 
and it is therefore hoped that the system may | portion to their population or representative 
be maintained, and the services of other super-| numbers, instead of by the present rule. 


intendents permanently discontinued. 


ARSENALS AND DEPots.—Of the appropria- 


ARMING AND EQUIPPING THE Mititta. — | tion for permanent improvements at the arse- 
The expenditures for this object, in the year) ‘nals, the sum of $162,940 16 has been ap- 
ended September 30, 1841, have been $2 24,.' plied, during the past year, to the objects 


277 02. 


| embraced i in the estimate presented to Con- 


The principal arms and equipments pro-| | gress. The construction of two new arsenals 


cured during the year are as follows : 
50 6-pounder brass guns ; 
12 24-pounder howitzer carriages ; 
23 6-pounder gun carriages ; 
3,160 muskets; 
2,560 rifles ; 
2,000 carbines ; 
7,200 pistols ; 
1,500 artillery swords ; 
8 cadet’s swords ; 
1,033 infantry cartridge boxes ; 
1,957 do do belts; 
1; 393 bayonet scabbards ; 
3,219 infantry bayonet belts; 
500 do waist belts ; 
500 do gun slings ; 
2,924 do cartridge-box plates ; 
14,161 do bayonet-belt plates , 
500 do - waist-belt plates; 
452 carbine cartridge boxes ; 
1,180 pistol cartridge boxes ; 
1,442 pairs holsters ; $ 
1,300 sabre helts and plates ; 
2.000 artillery sword belts. 


‘at Fayetteville, North Carolina, and at Lite 
Rock, Arkansas, has been continued as far as 
ithe available means would allow. 

| A depot of arms, accoutrements, and am- 
}munition, for 1,000 infantry, 100 riflemen, 
‘and 200 cavalry, has been established at each 
‘of the posts of Fort Winnebago and Fort 
| Armstrong, (Rock island.) for the purpose of 
| arming the militia of the frontier in case of ne- 
/cessity. 

| Leap mines.—-Since the year 1836, the in- 
terests of the United States in these mines: 
have been almost entirely neglected, and their 
rights disregarded, by the miners and smelters. 
A new superintendent of the mines has been 
‘recently appointed, with instructions to take 
measures to reassert the rights of the United 
| States in this property, by endeay oring to re- 
cov er the rents due, and to make new arrange- 
| ments for leasing the mines in future. 

| Being still of opinion that the true interests 
,of the United States and the prosperity of the 
‘mining country will be best promoted by a 
‘sale of these lands, I take occasion again to 


| 
| 
} 
} 


The following ordnance and stores have urge the adoption of that course which has, 


been issued to the States during the year: 


12 6-pounder iron guns; 
d1 6-pounder bronze guns ; 
63 6-pounder carriages ; 
4,960 muskets ; 
180 Hall’s rifles ; 
1,119 common rifles ; 
* 1,964 pistols ; 
557 sabres ; 
§10 artillery swords ; 
8 cadet’s swords ; 
3,460 sets infantry accoutrements ; 
1,290 sets rifle do 
1,407 sets cavalry do 
810 artillery sword belts. 


for several years past, been annually recom- 
‘mended to Congress. 

| Proceepines or THE Orpnancr Boarp. 

|—Since the return of the members of the ord- 
‘nance board from Europe, as mentioned in 
the last annual report from this office, the 
‘board have been ‘employ ed in prosecuting 
| their duty of revising and amending the ar- 
'mament and equipment of the troops. The 
system of guns, carriages, and equipments, 
for the field artillery, has been definitively ar- 
| ranged, and the necessary drawings and mo- 
|dels prepared ; the details of the system of 
‘siege and garrison artillery are nearly com- 
‘pleted ; the subject of small arms has been 


Statement A, hereto annexed, shows the ap-'revised with a view to the adoption of per- 
portionment of arms to the several States cussion locks for them, and models of new 
under the act of 1808. From an examina- | atms, on this principle, are in the course of 


tion of this statement, it will be seen that the | | preparation. The supplying of horse equip- 
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ments for the dragoons having been assigned | 
to this department in February last, patterns | 
of new equipments have been adopted, and are | 
now in the service of the troops for trial, 
preparatory to the extensive manufacture of| 
them. An ordnance manual, to guide the of-' 
ficers in t.e fabrication, inspection, and _pre- 
servation of ordnance supplies of all kinds, 
has been prepared by the board, and pub-) 
lished by authority of the War Departinent. ! 

OrGANIZATION oF THE Orpnance De- 
PARTMENT.—Believing that experience has 
established the correctness of the opinion 
which prompted the reorganization of the 
Ordnance department in 1832, I beg leave to 
call your attention to the propriety of com- 
pleting the organization of the depariment by 
increasing the number of officers, to meet 


the wants of the service. Previously to the 


reduction of the army in 1821, when the 
number of arsenals and depois was but fen, 
the Ordnance department contained 44 com- 
missioned officers ; at present, with 23 arse. 
nals and depots, there are only 28 commis- 
sioned officers in the department, and the 
wants of the service are but imperfectly sup- 
plied by employing, under the authority of 
the act of 83d March, 1813, a number of mili- 
tary storekeepers, (now amounting to 20,) 
of whom the greatest part receive the pay 
and emoluments of a captain of ordnance. 
The act of Sth July, 1838, for increasing the 
military establishment, added 2 majors and 
20 lieutenants to the 14 officers then in the 
Ordnance department; but, by a supple- 
mentary act of the 7th July, the number of 
lieutenants was reduced to 12. [ would now 
recommend an addition to the department of 
2 captains and 12 lieutenants, making the 
whole number of officers 42. This mighi 
be done with little or no additional expense to 
the Government, by reducing, at the same 
time the number of military storekeepers, 
which, as well as the pay of that class of 
officers, should be fixed by law. 

I have also to repeat the recommendation 
made in the last annual report, to make a dif-| 


ferent distribution of the money granted for the . 


salaries of clerks in this office, by reducing 

the number to 7, and increasing the pay of| 

the principal clerk to an equality with that of | 

the chief clerks in other bureaux of the War| 

Department, which cannot be done without! 
authority of law. 

Respectfully submitted. 

GEO. BOMFORD, 

Colonel of Ordnance. | 

Hon. J. C. Spencer, Secretary of War. | 





“PoOK AND JOB PRINTIN G—) 
-€3 of every variety and description, neatly and ex- 

editiously executed, at the office of the Army and 
avy Chronicle, opposite to the Navy Depariment,. 











REPORT OF THE QUARTERMASTER 
GENERAL. 
QuaRTF MASTER GeNneRAL’s Orrice, 
Washington, November 15, 1841. 

Sin: Jn compliance with instructions from 
your office, [have the honor to report the 
operations of the department confided to my 
direction for the year terminating on the 30th 
of September last, 

The officers of the department have ge- 
nerally been most actively and zealously em- 
ployed during the year in the various duties 
assigned to them. They are now sufficient- 
ly numerous for the most efficient discharge 
of all the duties which devolve on them, whe- 
ther in relation to the procurement and distri- 
bution of supplies, the movement and quare- 
tering of troops, the construction of military 
roads, barracks, and other buildings, or, the 
prompt accountability for the money and 
property which come into their hands. 

At the date of the last annual report (28th 
of November, 1840) there was a balance in 
the hands of the officers of the department to 


the amount of $214,555 91 
‘To which are to be added 
1. Remittances in the 
4th quarter of last year $812,189 00 
Remittances in the 
Ist quarter of this year 428,224 7] 
Remittance in the 
2d quarter ofthis year 477,440 00 


Remittance in the 
8d quarter of this year 464,501 00 








2,182,354 71 
2. Amount rececived from rents and 
from sales of pubiie property : 23,588 86 








Total to be accounted for - 2,421,499 48 

From which are to be deducted— 
1. Expenditures made prior to the 30th of 

September. 1840, but not accounted for 

in time to be included in 

last report - 
Expenditures in the 

4th quarter of 1840 - 695,537 45 
Expenditures in the 
Ist quarter of 1841 
Expenditures in the 

2d quarter of 1841 - 
Expenditures in the 

3d quarter of 1841 


$19,912 20 


460,215 25 
541,916 09 


424,151 15 








2,141,732 14 
2. Repayments into the 
Treasury and = war- 
rants cancelled prior 
tu the 30th September 32,826 16 


—— 2,174,558 30 


Leaving to be accounted for 246,941 18 
The aecounts of fifteen officers are to be 
received for the third quarter, which will re- 
duce the balance about $2,700. The remain- 
der is distributed in small sums among se- 
venty-two officers throughout the Union, and 





|is all applicable to the service of the depart- 


ment in the present quarter. 
Of the works under the direction of the de- 
partment, the barracks at Turkey river, in 
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Jowa Territory, are in progress; but} have 
4 


not yet received a report of what has been 
done during the season. There is a balance 


of $9,000 in the Treasury on account of this’ 


work, which it is believed will all be required 
during the present year. An additional ap. 
propriation of $10,000 will be required for 
the next year, if the post is to be permanent, 

but, believing that the pressure of the white 
population will soon cause the Indians to re- 

move west or north, | would not advise heavy 
expenditures on works there. 

Operations were suspended last vear at Fort 
Smith, by order of the Executive, and the me- 
chanics and Jaborers discharged. A corps of 
mechanics and laborers has been recently ein- 
ployed and the work resumed. It will be 
pressed to completion with the uimost energy. 
There is abalance of the appropriation re- 


‘maining of $45,177 705 about $50,000 of 


which will be required dari ‘ing the ensuing 
winter, and about $50,000 in addition to the 
remaining balance will be required for the 
next year. 

Operations have been entirely suspended at 
Fort Wayne. ‘The new site is within the 
Cherokee country, and will include the im- 
provements and lands that have been caltivat 
by people of that tribe. It is doubtful whe- 
ther the site will be healthy ; until that can 
be ascertained, i would not advise the erect- 
ing of a permanent work there. 

Operations have been resumed on_ the 
works at Plattsburg. 
propriation on that account in the ‘Treasury 
will be sufficient. or nearly so, it is believed, 
to complete the buildings now being erected, 
and it is not designed to ask for an additional 
appropriation at the approaching .session of 
Congress. 

Orders have been given to erect temporary 
quarters and storehouses at Oswego; and 
commodious temporary barracks are being 


completed at Detroit, at an expense, the as-| 
sistant quartermaster (Captain Vinton) reports | 
less than the annual rent of the buildings) 
- |navigation of the Osage river were impro- 


heretofore cecupied as barracks. 


The balance of the ap-' 
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| 
Jesup and Po ort jaa to accommodate the 


companies of the 2d dragoons recently ordered 

to those posts. ‘Thereis a suflicient appro- 

90,00 for the former, but an appropriation of 
$20,000 will be required for the latter 

' Forts Kent and Fairfield have been occupied 
by regular troops,and measures have been taken 
to provide proper accommodations for both offi- 
cers and troops. A good military road is re- 
quired, to pewiae a constant and prompt sup- 
ply of subsistence and other stores. | respect- 
tully recommended that an appropriation be 
asked for that purpose. 

The barracks at Fort Brady are not worth 
repairing. From the impor ‘tance of that po- 
sition, commanding as it does the communica- 
tion with Lake Supe: OF, 8 strong work with 
| be erected there. 
If barracks alone were required, I would pre- 
senta plan and estimate ; but, as a fort is ne- 
cessary in addition, I respectfully recommend 
that measures be taken through the En- 
gineer depariment to cause suitable works to 
be erected. Connected with this subject. is 
one of the utmost importance to the protee- 
tion of the whole Northern frontier; and, as 
it relates more immediately to my department 
ofthe military se: ‘vice e, | venture to netice it 
here. I allude to the ne ‘essity of a complete, 
rapid, and uninterrupted communication ffom 
one lake to another along the whole line: 


commodtous barr el ks shoul 


, With a suitable defensive work at Fort Brady’ 


we ean, contral the communication between 
Lake Huron and Su perior; but our transports 
and vessels of war on Lake Erie cannot he 
used on Lake Ontario, nor can those which we 
may have on that res be used on the lakes 
above. <A canal of sufficient capacity to ad- 
mit the passage “F the largest steamboats from 
Lake Ontario to Lake Erie is required. No 
work could be more important in a military 
point of view. I respectfully recommend 
that measures to be taken to commence it at 
once, and to complete it as soon as practicable. 

A post is necessary on the Missouri fron- 
tier, south of Fort Leavenworth: and if the 


An addition has been made to the hospital ved, it could be readily supplied, and at but 


at Bedlow’s island. and repairs have toa, 


made to the barracks, quarters, storehouses, | 
hospitals, &c., at Forts Brady, Winnebago,| plete the Western military road fron 
Mackinac, Gratiot, Niagara, at Sackett’s Har-| 


bor, Houlton, Eastport, Eort Preble, Fort Co- 
lumbus and its dependencies, Carlisle, Fort 
McHenry, Fort Monroe, at Charlesten, Savan- 
nah, Baton Rouge, Fort Jesup, Jefferson bar- 
racks, Fort Crawford, and various other posts: 
and measures have been recently taken tc 
cause extensive repairs to be made at the bar- 
racks near New Orleans, at Fort Morgan. 
Alabama, and Fort Pickens, Elorida. 
Additional quarters, as well as commodiou: 
stables, must be immediately erected at Fort 





little expense. 

A small appropriation is required to com- 
Spring 
river to Fort Smith or Fort Gibson. 

In consequence of the heavy losses sus- 
tamed by the public in the wreck of ves- 
sels transporting supplies to the military de- 
pots on the St. John’s in Florida, I con- 
sider it my duty toask yourattention to the 
‘ondition of the inland communication from 
3t. Mary’s, in Georgia, to the St. John’s. 
Nature has there performed most of the work ; 
ind had that.communication been. improved 
vefore the commencement of the Florida war, 
so as to have been used as to an avenue 
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through which senate and reinforcements | The officers of the Sorialichiai find much 
could have been received, the operations there inconvenience in consequence of the delay 
might have been moie eilicient, and a large at the ‘Treasury in the settlement of their ae- 
suin would have been saved in the expeudi-' counts, ‘They are liable to be dismissed from 
tures. [| recommend that appropriations be the service if they fail to submit them for 
asked for, and measures adopted to complete settlement within the guarier next sueceed- 
the work as soon as practicable. ing that in which they receive the public 

If the inland communication were contin- funds for disbursement; and yet months, 
ued south from St. aye ota to Key Biscay- sometimes vears, elapse before a settlement 
ne bay the military dele soRer of the peninsu- js effected, and in the mean time the accounts 
la would be gre atly tanita . The Atlanuc and vouchers, subject to loss by fire and uther 
coast of Florida is more diffi cult of, and dan- casualtivs, are at their risk, and if Jost must 
gerous to, navigation than any other partof be replaced by them, or they cannot receive 
our coast; and under the most favorable cir- a ¢ vedit. They not unfr ‘equently incur heavy 


‘3 } 4 «+ > 
cumstances the supply of all the posts be- Josses of money paid or supplies furnished by 
tween the two points mentioned is u —— the delay re ferred tO. 


ia . 


The inland communication to wh ch f allude, They make payments or furnish supplies 
and which I urgently recommend, can be on what is deemed sufficient autherity at the 
readily effected, and at comparatively little time, The accounting officers disallow the 
expense. Matanzas river eouli | be improved amount paid or the value of the supplies fur- 


and connected, through Graham’s swamps, nished, but at so late a period that itis always 


with Halifax river. ‘hat river, connects difficult, sometimes impossible, to find the in- 
with Musquito lagoon at New Smyrna. Nei- dividuals or obtain repayment. 
ther would require much improvement. ‘The — | hope measures may be taken to remedy 
latter, by means of a short con requiring not the evil complained of. 
more than two locks, might be connected with In bringing this matter to your notice, I 
Indian river. ‘That river, extending south to wish it to be distinctly understood that I make 
Jupiter inlet, more than a degree and a half no charge against the accounting officers. On 
of latitude, requires no other improvement the contrary, I believe they do all in their 
than the removal of a few oyster shoals. power with the force at their disposal ; but 
About ten miles south of Jupiter bay is ala- the injury to the disbursing officers is the 
goon (Boc ch Ratione sound) w hich could be same, whether the delay in the settlement of 
readily connected with the bay, and which their accounts proceeds from neslect or want 
extends southto Hillsborough inlet, at least of sufficient force in the accounting offices. 
a degree of lautude. From [Hillsborough bay The proper application of the public pro- 
to New-river inlet is not more than ten miles, perty is better known to the military officers 
and between the two points is a lake or pond than to the civil officers of the ‘Treasury. [ 
thatconld be used in connecting them. From reeommend that the accountability for all 
New-river inlet to Key Biscayue bay ts not kinds of military stores and other public pro- 
more than eight or ten miles: they could be perty in the possession of the anilitary after 
connected by a canal, or through New river the first purchas Se. stop in the military offices, 
and the Everglades, which approach within and that the property returns remain in those 
two miles of the bay. offices, brs they are required for reference ; 
In the event of war with either of the great and that in the event of any deficiency the 
European Powers possessing colonies in the money value of the articles deficient be re- 
West Indies, there would be dan wer of the ported to the Tre -asury, as a charge against 
peninsula of Florida being oecupied by blacks the officers accountable for them. This ar- 
from the islands. A proper regard to the se- rangement would add but little to the labors 
curity ofour Southern States requires that of the military offices, and would in faet fa- 
prompt and efficient measures be adopted to eilitate their operations by leaving the pro- 
prevent such a state of things. Whether perty returns always accessible ; and would 
the Florida war be terminated during the next relieve the Trea isury from a great amount of 
winter or not, | would recommend that mea- Jabor which might be applied to the prompt 
sures be immediately taken to erect perma- settlement of money accounts. 
nent works at Key Biscayne, Key West, and ; 
such other points among the Keys or on the 
peninsula as on examination may be found to 


[very thing depending on this department 
has been done to facilitate the operations of 
the army in Florida; but the expenditures 
possess the oreatest military advantages. there are still] heavy, and, from the difficul- 
The timely attention of the Government to | ties presented by the country, they must ne- 
that important object may save a heavy ex-| icessarily continue so until all the Indians be 
pense, as well as avert the most dinsemnen leanne ‘ed or the war closed. 


consequences. (To be continued.) 
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INCREASE OF THE ARMY. —W e fear there is | ah 
little probability of the small increas? of one regi- | 
ment, suzgested by the Major General commanding. | 
being authorized during the present session of Con- . 

} 





gress. At least we hear no confident expectation ad 
vaneed by military men, and such events are gener 
ally foreshadowed in circles which are interested in| 
watching the current of legislative opinion or action 
There is a sad dafici ney of inilitary men and mili- 
tary knowledge in the halls of Congress. We would 


by no means have military influence predominate in| 
our national councils ; but we should like to see some | 
men there who ean explain the necessity and proprie- 
ty offheasures when recom:nended by the Executive. 
The Com:nittees and the two Houses must either rely 
upon the representations of the Department, or app! 
to military men on the spot for information. How! 
far such reliance may be compatible with a correct 
and independent understanding of the subject, while 
legislating, we pretend not to decide. 

Looking to the ultimate and not very remot2 wants 
of the country, the d-lay that inust necessarily arise 
in obtaining recruits and forming regiments so as to 
be of any avail, its2ems to us that it would bea wise 
course and a prudent economy, after determining the 
utmost extent of qur military establishment, to an- 
thorize its gradual increase—say one regiment per 
annum. Sucliacours> would give prospeciive and 
certain promotion te officers—allow time to obtain the 
proportion of subalterns from the military academy, 
and to fill the ranks with recruits. 

A too sudden increase woula prove rather an evil, 
by favoring opportunities for political or other intla- 
ence | instead of allawing to the Executive an un- 
fettered path, to pre.note by seniority or by selection | 
as circumstances mirht dictate. 

The addition of one regiment a year to our army | 
would bz an assurance tothe senior lieutenant-colo-| 
nel, major and captain, of promotion within a given 
period. 

A larger sprinkling of men of business, in the va- | 
rious pursuits in life, would tend to the expediting of | 
public business in Congress. As it is, the profession | 
of law is the only stepping stone to political pre- 


ferinent ; hence we see in our national as wellas state 


legislatures, an undue proportion of men whose voca- 
tioa it is to argue, and who resemble very muci.! 
Goldsmiti’s village Schoolinaster 


“ For e’eu though vanquished, he could argue still.” 





Mr. Atrreo Herpeat, a graduate of the U.S 
Military Acadeiny and lately a lieutenant in the Is 
regiment of artillery, proposes to Open, on the Is 
March next, a inilitary, scientific, and classica 
school at Aiken, S.C. Mr. Herbert, we believe, i. | 
a native of Maryland, but has been for some tim 
past an assistant superintendent enginger of the Wes- 
tern and Auuntic \ > State of Georgia. 


ishort sig 





RevENUE CUTTER SERVICE.—Every winter de- 
nonstrates the value of this branch of our service, by 


the alacrity with which the officers repair to the as- 


sistance of vessels indistress, The cutters are gen- 

‘rally too sinall to venture out far to sea in such 
stor my We ither as is fr equently ex) arienc od on our 
‘oast. There should unquestionably be at such ports 
is Bostonand New York, in the Delaware and Ches- 
| ipeake bays, and onthe southern coast, a staunch 
yuilt steam cutter of from 390 to 500 hundred tons. 


Che amount saved to the revenue would justify the 


mtlay of fiest cost; and when to this is added the sum 


ithat might be saved to the Insurance offices and to 


the azgregate wealth of the nation, it seems but 

ited policy which delays so long providing 
It is like a 
ship going to sea with a hawser, instead of a best 


'. e 


= 


such aids to our revenue and commerce? 


bower cable. 

With respect to the proposition which has been 
started in varions quarters to unite the revenue ser- 
vice to the navy, there was a time when we thought 
such a junction would be judicious on the score of 
economy ; thatis, while so many officers of the navy 


were unemployed and rusting from idleness. To have — 


disbanded the entter oMicers entirely, and thrown 
thein out of service, would have been an act of injus- 
tice tothe whole. Many of them had served faith- 
fully, and were skilful as well as energetic offiters ; 
and being familiar with the routine could discharge 
the duties b. tter than any others, however otherwise 
q'alified, not so familiar or accustomed to the duty. 

Now that the navy has need of the services of all 
its officers, we think it far bettee for them that they 
should remain in their appropriate sphere, than to de- 
scend to b2 the detectors of smugglers. The love of 
pelf would supersede the love of glory, and all the 
‘finer feelings of the officer be absorbed in the desire 
to acquire wealth. 





The New York Journal of Commerce says :-—“ We 
understand that the particulars of the loss of the Pea- 


jcock have been received by the Navy Department. 


No blame is imputed to the officers, or crew.” 

If such be the fact, we, on the spot, know nothing 
of it; nor can we learn, upon enquiry at the Depart- 
ment, that any such information has been received, 
We fear there is too much truth in the report of the 
loss of the Peacock, although we have heard persons 


| express strong doubts upon the subject. 





The death of Col. Cummines, of the 4th infantry, 
will give promotion to the following named officers, 
presuining as amatter of coarse that it will go by 
seniority : 

Lt. Col. J. H. Vose, of the 3d, to be Col. of the 4th. 

Major E. A. Hitchcock, cf the 8th, to be Lt. Col. 
of the 3d. 

Capt. and Bvt. Maj. W. G. Belknap, of the 3d, to 
be Major of the 8th. 

First Lieut. H. Swartwout, of the 3d, to be Capt. 

Second Lt. 8. D. Debbins, of the 8d, to be Ist Lieu” 
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SouTHERN Lirrrary MessENGER—REVIEW OF 
THE REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE Navy.— 
Weintended to have given an abstract of this review, 
but upon reflection we thought that those of our read- 
ers who do not see the Messenger would like to see 
the review in full. We have accordingly commenced 
its republication. This review appears to be the 
production of a practised writer and a practical man, 
who tnderstands his subject ; and although there are 
some points on which we do uot exactly agree with 
him, we should feel disposed to defer much to the 
opinions of one who speaks from his own experience. 

We dislike long titles, and for that reason should 
object to the introduction of the grade of Lieutenan 
Commandant; it is worse and longer than that to 
Master Commandant, which was awkward enough. 
There are titles enough already in the navy which 
can be used to designate all the grades below that of 
captain. If it were not that there is a propensity to 
assimilate our grades to those of Great Britain, for the | 
facilities of intercourse on foreign stations, we might 





JENKS’S PATENT FIRE-ARMS.—We have lately had 
an opportunity to examine this weapon, concerning 
which we had seen or heard very little. It has worked 
its way into favor without ostentatious parade, and 
bids fair to outstrip all competitors. The description 
and reports which we insert below present as full and 
accurate an account of its appearance and properties 
as need be given. 

The rifle and pistol which Mr. Jenxs has exhibit- 
ed here have obtained the unqualified approbation of 
officers of skill and expezience in the army; and so 
well pleased with the improvement were the Navy 
Commissioners, that they have contracted for 1,560 
carbines for the use of thenavy. Their freedom from 
liability to accident is one of the strongest arguments 
in their favor, and it is asserted that not the slightest 
accident has yet occurred from their use, even in the 
hands of the most inexperienced. 

This gun can be used by persons on horseback, or’ 
in the posture of sitting, standing, or lying down. 


It retains the shape of the common gun iin all re- 





advance all our officers one grade, by calling the cap- 
‘tains commodores—commanders captains—lienten- | 
ants commanders—and passed midshipmen lieuten- | 
ants—without changing the duties or pay of either. | 
This is however nothing more than a matter of taste, | 
and opinions will ditfer. | 
There is one subject of vast importante, to which | 
the attention of the Department should be given; it; 
is the great and needless waste of time employed in| 
fitting our vessels for sea—at least double, if not tre- | 
ble, what it should be. In time of war, this would be | 


spects, is manageable in the hands of the most inex- 
pertenced, and withal is so simple in its construction 


_as torender it farless Hable to get out of order than 


the ordinary gun. 

It is more than three years since the first gun was 
made on this plan, and that one has been discharged 
more than 5,000 times without the least repair, and 
has been fired by hundreds of persons without instruc- 
tion ; and in no case has the slightest accident oc- 
curred in its use. 

This gun has taken the first medal at the different 
Mechanics’ Associations of Boston, New York, and 
Philadelphia, where there was a full display of cylin- 
der and other guns as competitors. 


detrimental to the interests of the country, and des-| At Boston, atrial was had before a committee ap- 


Why is it so? 


tructive of the fame of the navy. 








The following are the names of the five most dis- 
tinguished Cadets in each class at the U.S. Military 


Academy, West Point, reported at the examination | heen instituted. 


' pointed for the purpose, consisting of gentlemen well 


| 


skilled in fire-arms, to fire on time against a cylin- 
der gun. Every effort has been given, and every op- 
portunity embraced, to place this gun before men of 
|science and practice, and no one has yet disapproved 

The most rigid experiments have 
all of which have proved entirely 


| of the invention 


in June, 1841, and attached to the Army Register| satistactory, and demonstrated that accidents cannot 
for 1842. | as frequently occur with it as with the common gun. 


This wi ’ - ; 
First Clads. Third Class. This will appear obvious upon the slightest examina- 


‘Thomas J. Brereton— 
George Deshon, Conn. 
iW. B. Franklin, Pa. 
|W. F. Raynolds, 0. 
R.S. Ripley, N.Y. 
Fourth Class. 
iW. G. Peck, Conn | 
iJ. 1H. Whittlesey, N. ¥ 
Asher R. Eddy, R. 1. 
Samuel Gill, Ky. 

'H. B. Schroeder, Md. 


Extract of a letter from Capt. Wm. D. Salter to 
the Secrelary of the Navy, dated 


Zealdus B. Tower, Mess. 
Horatio G. Wright, Conn. 
Massilon Harrison, Va. 
Smith Stansbury, Md. 
Amiel W. Whipple, Mass. 
Second Class. 
Henry L. Eustis, Mass. 
John Newton, Va: 
John D. Kurtz. D. C. 
George W. Rains, Ala. 
W..S. Rosecrans, O. 





“U.S. sreEaAM FRIGATE Mississippi, 
Off Newcastle, Del. Feb. 8, 18-42. 

“T have the satisfaction to inform you that we 
have this day given this ship an experimental trip, 
and find that the machinery works as well as could 
be expected upon first tal, running up the river at 
the rate of eleven miles against the current, per 
ground log, allowing the rate of the current.” 


| 
| 


tion. One advantage which it possesses over all 
other improvements 1s, that the’charge is in the solid 
barrel, the same as in the common gun, having no 
joint to pass, and consequently no escape of smoke at 
_the discharge of the piece ; besides, upon trial of pen- 
| etration, producing the same result with the same 
's.zed balland at the same distance, with two-thirds 
the quantity of bac used in the ordinary gun. 

Besides the advantage this improvement has ovet 
other patent guns in its shape and cost, it does not 
exceed the common gun in weight one-fourth of a 
pound. The expense of manufacture over that of 
other guns is very trifling. 





Extract from the report of a Committee of the Mas- 
sachuselts Charitable Mechanic Association, at the second 
exhibition held in Boston, September, 1839. 


96. Arvan Pratt, Concord, Mass. 
mounted Rifle, cast steel. 


173. WittraAm Jenxs, Chicopee Falls, Mass. 
Seven Rifles and one Carbine. 

231. E. F. BunNnELL, Boston. 
known as Chamberlain’s patent. 

297. Nicnots & Cuitps, Conway, Mass. 
Rifles and two Pistols vn the same plan. 


A silver 


A repeating Rifle ; 


Five 
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1116. O. A. Richarpson, Lowell, Mass. Three 
Rifles. 

The attention of the Committee was chiefly di- 
rected to Nos. 173, 231, 297; the remainder being 
exhibited rather as good specimens of work than for 
any new invention. On invitation of the Committee, 
the proprietors of Nos. 173 and 297 made a trial with 
their respective pieces, and after a thorough exami- 
nation of the peculiarities of each rifle, the Com- 
mittee were of opinion that the invention of Mr. 
JenKs is entitled to the preference over both the 
other specimens, and over any invention connected 
with fire-arms which has fallen under their observa- 
tion. 

The distinguishing feature in these arms is the 
facility of loading them, combined with great siin- 
plicity and security of construction. While fora 
few moments it may be possible to discharge a rifle 
constructed on the A of Nichols & Childs in more 
rapid succession, yet it appears to the Committee 
that in Jenks’s rifle the manner of loading will ena- 
ble the possessor of the weapon to discharge the same 
with uniform rapidity, and without a change of posi- 
tion, while it is apparent that after a discharge of six 
shots from Childs’s rifle, there must be an interval 
in which the gun is of no more utility than one of the 
old pattern. On the trial in presence of the Com- 
mittee, Mr. Jenks discharged his rifle at a mark 20 
times in 4 minutes and 2 seconds; and Mr. Childs 
occupied 5 minutes and 3 seconds for the same num- 
ber of shots. 


Another advantage which the rifle of Mr. Jenks | 


possesses is, that the most unpractised hand can use 
it with the same facility as the most skilful, and 
its construction is so safe that the danger arising 
from its use is no greater than that attached to all 
fire arms. 

The rifles Nos. 231 and 297 are of ingenious con- 
struction, and merit attention ; but it appears to the 
Committee, that there is wanting in them that sim- 


plicity and safety of construction, which would ren- | 


derthem desirable for constant use. The Committee 
would enlarge much more on the comparative merits 
of the respective pieces, but they believe they have 
said sufficient to warrant them in classing the speci- 
mens as follows : 

173. WittiamM Jenks, Patent, No. 1,.4 Gold Medal. 

297. Nicnots & CuILps, Patent, No. 2,.4 Silver 
Medul. 


231. CHAMBERLAIN’S, Patent, No. 3, 4 Diploma. 


Report ON WILLIAM JENKS’S IMPROVED FIRE ARMS. 


The Committee on Science and the Arts, constituted 
by the Franklin Institute of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, for the promotion of the Mechanic Arts, 
to whom was referred for examination an improve- 
ment in Fire Arms, invented by Mr. WiiL1AM 
Jenks, of Springfield, Massachusetts, 


REPORT : 


That the improvement consists of a piston or 
plunger fitting in a chamber in the breech of the piece, 
which is drawn back by a lever and several pieces of 
metal, so as to permit the ball and charge of powder 
to be put into the chamber through an opening in the 
upper part of the breech. After which, the lever 
being depressed, the pistonis forced forward by the 
above mentioned pieces of metal, which constitute, 
by their position, a species of toggle-joint. When 
the charge has thus been forced home, the joints 
are alittle beyond a straight line, from the breech 
to the extreme point of action. It follows, as a 
necessary consequence, that the piston cannot be 
forced back by the discharge of the piece, and re- 
quires no fastening of any kind. 

The Committee is of opinion that the invention 
of Mr. Jenxs is a simple, safe and efficient improve- 
ment in the construction of fire arms, that it presents 
very httle difference to the eye, from guns of the 


ordinary construction, and is, as far as they perceive, 
free from all the objections which usually accompany 
breech loading, and possesses all its advantages. 
By ORDER OF THE COMMITTEE: 
WILLIAM HAMILTON, 4cluary. 
December 13, 1838. 





OUR MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT—NATIONAL DE- 
FENCES.—In the year 1830, the House of Represen- 
tatives adopted a resolution, directing the Secretary 
af War to report whether our then existing military 
establishment could be reduced, and if so, to what 
extent, and in what branches. 

To prepare himself to answer the resolution un- 
derstandingly, the Secretary of War directed a Cireu- 
lar letter to be addressed to the principal officers of 
the army, inviting them to express their opinions 
This Circular produced a number of replies, from 
which we have selected those of Generals Scott: 
Jesup and Woor—not because they are officers of 
the highest rank in the army, but because they enter 
more at large into the question of our national defen- 
ces, the duties and value of a regular army, and the 
inexpediency of any reduction. 

The soundness of the views then entertained and 
expressed by these officers will be admitted by all 
military men. 

In our present number will be found the the reply 
\of Gen, Jesup; it will be followed in succeeding 
"numbers by the other two, omitting some portions 
|which donot seem necessary to connect the ‘argu- 
/ments and general views, but which refer to several 
| branches of the army that have undergone modifica- 





| tion and may therefore be supposed to have been per- 
| manently arranged. 


[We learned, when too late to be reset for this 


| number, that the extracts from Gen. Jesup’s report 
' had, by mistake, been distributed. ] 
} 


| Navy Reersters.—Although we had several 
/hundred extra copies printed, yet such has been the 
|demand that, after supplying those ordered, we shall 
not have more than haifa dozen, if so many, for dis- 
| posal. Had we anticipated the demand, we should 


| 


| have provided a larger supply. A new edition will be 
| printed in April, corrected to the latest dates, and ar- 
|ranged as mentioned in our prospectus. 

| Army Reotster.—The official Register will be 
/out in a few days. As soon as we can obtain a copy, 
| for which purpose we have delayed our edition, 
we shall put one to press, and complete it as early as 





practicable. ws 


{$-Persons who order the Semi-weekly Chronicle 
are particularly requested to state at what time they 
wish the subscription to commence. 


LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
Norrotx, Feb 1, 1842. 

Navy.—Commo T ap C Jones 5 , Capt W A Spencer ; 
Lieuts J K Bowie, D F Dulany 2, J McCormick, W 
D Porter ; Dr Win Johnson ; Passed Mid R D Izard, 
W T Smith ; Mid J Fry, 3, CH Hare, J V Hall, HC 
Hunter, D C Hugunin, AJ Lewis, A Mitchell, D 
Ochiltree 2, R J D Price, M J Smith, W H Thompson 
2, W P Toler, B B Wright, L M Mason ; Professor H 
H Lockwood. 

Marie corrs.—-Lients JJ Berret, HB Tyler. 
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l Lake, east of the St John’s; a well contested fight 
lensued, that lasted forty-five minutes; the enemy 


COLTS’ PATENT REPEATING CARBINES ‘retreated leaving two warriors wounded on the field ; 


New York, Feb. 7, 1842. 
To the editor of the Army and Navy Chronicle. 





lone has since died. One soldier was killed and two 


wounded. The evidence of blood on several trails 
leading from the battle ground, was a guarantee that 


| some of the Indians had suffered from ball and buck- 


Sir :—Having observed a paragraph going the | chot. 


rounds of the newspapers, representing that my 
patent repeating carbines, purchased for the Florida 
service, had failed in many particulars, I take the | 
liberty to send to you for publication the following | 
extract from a letter which I have received from | 
Capt. McLaucutin, the officer by whose command | 
he said arms have been and are still being used. @ 

beg leave further to state that the only accident| 
which he informs me as having occured with the said | 
arms since he has had them in use, has been the 
bursting of a barrel near the muzzle, doing no per- | 
sonal injury whatever, and one premature discharge, | 
both of which accidents may have occurred from 
carelessness in loading, or, imperfection in the metal, 
not discovered by the government inspection officer 
at the time they were examined. 

Very respectfully yours 
SAMUEL COLT. 
“ With the trial thus far, the carbines have suc- 

ceeded ta my satisfaction, after being loaded for | 
"twenty days, in boat service, in all kinds of weather, | 
not one of them failed to explode when tried. 





JOHN T.McLAUGHLIN, | 
Lieut. com’g. Florida Expedition. | 
To Samvuet Corr. 





Enteltligence. 





FLORIDA WAR. | 


From the Savannah Republican, Feb. 2. 


The subjoined interesting letter from an attentive | 
correspondent in Flotida, was forwarded per steamer | 
Newbern, Capt. McNulty, whose arrival at this port 
was mentioned in yesierday’s Republican. | 

Froripa, Jan. 29, 1842 —This war has been so 
often over, and it has been told to the world so often, 
and believed too, thatit requires nerve to say it is| 
not; for so many fondly believe what they wish, it is 
breaking into their fontest dreams of pleasure and 
delight, to recount the numberless unforeseen accidents 
which prevent so desirable an object; but so it is, 
and we must submit calmly to disappointments, and. 
hope for the best. Now br the war. On the 21st 
inst. Tiger Tail was leftin charge of the Tallahas- 
sians at Tainpa Bay, during the absence of his _bro- 
ther, with the euphonious coznomen of Ne-o-thlack- 
Ja-math-la, who had gone up to the Withlacoochee 
with 27 warriors to capture \)-ta-a-kee, the refugee 
Creek. On that night Tiger Tail made the attempt 
to ran off with this band; and \\e succeeded so far as 
to run off himself, with three warriors and four wo- 
men. The vigilance of the guard prevented the bal- 
ance from escaping, and amongthose detained were 
Tiger Tail’s squaw, and _hopefil son, a boy of 15. 
This may induce Tiger Tail, it isthought, to return. 
{f he does not, it is not of much ecynsequence, for he 
has been much overrated. 

On the 25th inst., Major Plympton, in command of 
80 men of the 2d Infantry, gallantly encountered, 
under every disadvantage, Halleck ‘Tustennuggee, 
on the head of Hawk river, which runs into Duno’s 





Troops are out in every direction, and about being 
pot in position to “head ” this celebrated chief, with 
every prospect of success, whether he wends his way 
north or south or west. ay the God of battles 
crown their eiiorts with success. 

From the Savannah Georgian, Feb. 2. 


Tiger Tail EscAPED—INDIAN SKIRMISH.—By 
the U. S. steam:r Newbern, Capt.. McNelty, arrived 
late on Monday night from Florida, the editors of 
the Georgian have received from a correspondent the 


following Jetter; also the St. Augustine News of 29th 


ult. whence we make the subjoined extracts : 
Correspondence of the Savannah Georgian. 

East Froripa, 29th January 1842.—On the ist 
inst. at Tampa Bay, during» the absence of Ne-o- 
thloch-la-mathla. his brother Tiger Tail had com- 
mand of the band of Tallahassians, and on that night, 
made the attempt to desert. Fortunately, the plan 
was discovered, and most of the band taken. Tiger 
Tail, however, three warriors and four women, made 
good their escape. Mrs. Tiger Tail, and the hope of 
the royal House of the Tigers,a lad of 15 years, 
were secured, which may induce the Sire of all the 
Tails of the Tigers, by the operation of the “sober 
second thought,” to return. 

Immediately after this break, all the Indians at 
Tampa were put aboard of the transports in the Bay, 
amounting to 340, including 100 warriors.. On the 


| 25th inst. Major Plympton, 2d infantry, in command 


of 80 men of that regiment, encountered the famous 
chief, Halleck Tustenuggee, at the head of Hawk 


‘ereek, a tributary of Dunn’s lake, east of the St. 


Johns. A snug little fight ensued of 45 minutes, 


‘which resulted in the killing of one soldier, and two 


wounded; the capture of two warriors—one since 


i died. 


The troops had to advance from the open pine 
woods into adense hammock, on the edge of which 
the reptiles were lying in wait, and at twenty paces 
received their deliberate fire, but there was no recoil, 
or ifany was perceptible ‘it was a little ahead,’ for 
they made the rush into the hammock and then were 
on an equal footing with their savage foe. 

We learn from a source entitled to the fullest credit 
that the rumored escape of ** Three hundred Indians 
from Tampa,” is a,story of the * eleven men in buck- 
ram” stamp; and that in lieu of «three hundred,” 
one single Indian only (Tiger Tail) has got off. He 


_attempted—in conseguence it is believed, of the dis- 


faver in which he stands with his tribe, and especial- 
ly its chief, whois his brother—to escape with his 


| wife and warrior son. They were, however, so prmpt- 


ly and hotly pursued, that the too latter were im- 


mediately recaptured—he getting, as it were, naked 


away, being compelled in his flight to drop and leave 
to be secured by his pursuers, his arms and luggage of 
every description: The wife and son are in confine- 
ment at the depot; and Tiger Tail himself, being so 
far defeated in his project, will, there is little doubt, 
find it expedient soon again to surrender. 

It affords us pleasure to be able to correct a rumour 
so disheartening as the one under consideration, both 
that the public mind may be set right and relieved in 
regard to a matter so full of interest, and that justice 
may be done to those who might otherwise suffer 
from its farther uncontradicted circulation.—St. 4u- 
gustine News, 29th ult. 

The steamer Wm. Gaston, Capt. Henry, arrived 
here on Wednesday last from Southern Posts. We, 
learn that scouts had been out from the various Posts, 
but discovered no signs of Indians.—Ibid. 
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The express rider was fired on, a few days since, 
by Indians near Fort King.—Jbid. 


Intelligence has been received in this city from 
Florida, that onthe night of the 2ist of January, 
Tiger Tail, who was left in ym sags charge at 
Tampa Bay of the Tallahassee Indian camp, (in the 
absence of his brother, the Chief Neathlock-la-math- 
la,) made an attempt to escape with the whole band. 
The guard discovered the movement in time to. par- 
tially defeat it, and thus only Tiger Tail, with three 
warriors and four women, succeeded in effecting their 
escape. The wife and only child, a lad of fifteen, of 
Tiger Tail, who broke from the camp, were soon = 
tured, and are now in possession of the army. is 
escape is not regarded as of much importance ; for, 
his family being in captivity, and, as it were, held. 
as hostages, he will doubtless either surrender him- 
self, or take good care to avoid committing any act 
of hostility while his wife and son remain in posses- 
sion of the whites.— National Intelligencer. 








“We understand that.a Board of naval surgeons, for 
the examination of candidates for admission into the 
Medical Corps of the navy, will be convened in the 
early part of April next.—Madisonian. 


ee a 


From the New York Commercial Advertiser. 
New York, 3lst January, 1842. 
To Lt. ALex. V. Frazer, 
of the Cutter Ewing. 

Dear Sir: The undersigned committee of the un- 
derwriters on the ship Frankfort, her cargo and freight, 
have learned with much satisfaction that immediately 
after the stranding of the ship, the officers and men 
under your command very promptly and carefully 
stripped the ship, and endered other important ser 
vices for which no charge was made. 

On behalf of those whom we represent, we beg 
leave to ask you herewith to receive and distribute 
among the men, according to your discretion, the 
sum of one hundred and fifty dollars; and we also ten- 
der to your officers, and others under your command, 
our acknowledgments of the services so readily and 
efficiently rendered by them all. ; 

With great respect, your obedient servants, 
WALTER R. JONES, 
ZEB. COOK, Jr. 
T. B. SATTERTHWAITE. 


Unitep Srates Cutrtrer Ewna, 
New York, Feb. 1, 1842. 

GENTLEMEN: I have to acknowledge the receipt 
of your polite and very flattering note of yesterday’s 
date, with the enclosure, which shall be equitably de. 
tributed among my crew. 

It is extremely gratifying to myself, officers and 
crew, to find that the tri ing services which we are 





able to render on this occasion have been worthy of | 


notice. 
‘To the crew, the gratuity enclosed was peculiarly 
gratifying, as it was unexpected. 
With the assurance that no opportunity shall be ne- 
giected where we may afford assistance, I have the 
onor to subscribe myself, very respectfully, your 
A. V. FRAZER, 
Lieut.Com’g. 
To Messrs. Jonzs, Coox, and SarreRTHWAITE, 


Committee Underwriters. 


obedient servant, 





The ze. of the U.S. dragoons, under the com- 
mand of Col. Twiggs, from Florida, about 350 in 
number, passed eng through Alexandria for Forts 
Jesup and Towson. They have been travelling since 
September. : 


MISCELLANY. 
Fron the Southern Literary Messenger. 
OUR NAVY. 
JUDGE ABEL P. UPSHUR AND HIS REPORT. * 

There has never been a tiie, since the war, when 
public attention was more steadfastly fixed than it now 
is, upon the Navy. Indeed, the maritime relations 
of the country were never more commanding than 
they are at present. Every one who has reflected at 
all upon the subject, now admits, that the Navy is 
the rightful protector of these relations in peace, their 
best defender in war, and the main bulwark of this 
nation both in peace and in war. 

The inflated bubble of credit and speculation, 
which was blown to bursting in 1837, has been prick- 
ped ; and with it, has disappointed that wild spirit of 
extravagance, which rioted in Bank Parlours, State 
Houses, and Legislative Halls; and which led Go- 
vernment, States and People, into those excesses, that 
have well nigh left the whole country prostrate. As 
a nation, we are now in a condition profitably to re- 
flect upon onr situation; and to draw for the future, 
lessons of wisdom from our experience in past follies 

The extravagant schemes of °35-7, for protecting 
our seaboards with a line of forts and castles, reach- 
ing from the St. John’s to the Sabine—and the graye 
demands of Congress upon the Executive, te know 
how much money could be expended for this parpase, 
are now considered as wonders of those distempered 
times. The country has awoke from its dreams, as 
from a delusion ; and sober reasoning has now con- 
vinced it, that it must trust to its Navy to defend its 
coasts from foreign aggression—to fortifications and 
to ships, to protect its harbors and its ~~. 
from blockadeand pillage. This conviction has 
expressed in a manner that must be heeded. 

The country has demanded from its rulers, in lan- 
guage not to be misunderstood, reform for the navy ; 
| renewed energies and increased strength for this arm 
of safety. And we congratulate the country, that an 
| officer has at last been found to preside over the navy, 
| who ean rightly interpret this language, and who has 
\the understanding to perceive our naval defects, and 
, the energy to apply the remedies. 
| In this, his first Report, Judge Vpsher has given bis 
countrymen an earnest of what they may expect from 
|him as a Navy Secretary. Tiiough yet green in 
affice, he has put forth not only ‘he most able and bu- 
siness-like document, but the most valuable exposi- 
tion of the condition and wants of the navy, that has 
ever proceeded from that Department. His is much 
the most able state paper that accoinpanied the Presi- 
dent’s Message. 

The Segretary promises reform; and in a manly 
spirit calls on Congress and the Executive for the 
necessary aid. He has already satisfied himself that 
the navy-board is an irresponsible power, which 
should give place to a systen of proper responsibility. 
He has discovered that the 1avy rules and regulations 
which have been in force for more than the quarter 
of a century, were palmed off hae the service by 
| that board, as law and gospel ; and that, though prac- 
| tically enforced at this day, they never had even the 
shadow of any lawful awhority, nor binding sanction. 
The Commissioners were authorized ta prepare and 
lay before Congress a set of rules and regulations for 
the government of tle navy-board and its agents. 
Instead of daing this, they prepared a general code of 
laws for the navy; asd these were declared ta be the 
lex suprema, without ever having been submitted to 
Congress at all! What can more strikingly illustrate 
the negligence, which has hitherto obtained in the 
management of th: navy, than the fact, that such a 
discovery should now be made for the first time? 

















* Report of the Secretary of the Navy. Dec. 4, 184). Se- 
— Session, 27th Congress, House of Representatiyes, Doc. 
0. 2, 
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This syject callz loudly for reform, and the Secre- | can Commander. Even his title of Commodore is a 
tary pryses it with great earnestness upon the con-| matter of courtesy, tolerated as a convenience, in 
sideratin of Congress. We hope it will receive the| spite of a positive order from the Navy Department. 
attentic which its importance deserves. Once an Admiral, always an. Admiral. Not so with 

Not aly an amended code, but a uniform system | our Commodores ; to day, one of them contends with 
of outfitand allowances is much required: two ves-|the foreign Admiral, and claims tobe received and 
sels of je Same class and size fit out from the same | acknowledged by him, as an equal in rank—to mor- 
port andor the like service—the stores of one may|row, he may be met by this same Admiral, as the 
cost $6.00—of the other, $30,000.t Surely there is} mere Captain of a single ship, with no higher preten- 
great rom for reform here ; for, as is shown by other| sions than to be placed on a footing of equality with 
navies, surprising degree of uniformity is attainable | one of the 20 Captains that command single ships in 
in the cet, as well as in the materials, of outfits and| the Admiral’s fleet. 
stores olvessels. We recollect a case in pointof an} Many, who are opposed to the creation of Admi- 
English:aptain. After having reached his station|rals in our service, maintain with more plausibility 
abroad, } conceived it would add to the neat appear- | than sound reasoning, that the American Captain in 
ance of ls rigging, to worm } a certain rope called a| command of a squadron is, and of right ought to be, 
stay. T his surprise, the next arrival brought him equal, in the eyes of the world, to an English, French, 
a commuication from the Admiralty, informing him|or any other Admiral in command of a fleet. And 
if that wrming were not taken off, it should be! some of our officers with more zeal than discretion, 
charged thim. Now an officerin our service might | have undertaken to maintain these grounds; for, in 
worm, patel, marl and serve, every rope in his ship, | their contentions with foreign officers on this subject, 
and no on at home would be the wiser for it. they have generally had the worst of the argument. 

The cosof the Englishman’s worming might, per-|_ A difficulty of this kind between an Ameri¢an 
haps, be I cents. We do not advocate the “ penny Commodore and. a French Admiral, is of recent ac- 
wise and ound foolish’? system; but if we would|currence. The friendly relations between the two 
take care ¢the pounds, we must keep an eye to the squadrons were interrupted by it. For the sake of 
pence also. And we see no reason a oh we nay not) presenting this subject in its practical bearings, let 
have as rigi a system of accountability in our ser- | us suppose the conversation which occurred between 
vice, as thd=nglish have in theirs. those officers on that occasion. 

We canassure the friends of the Navy, that) «« Here,’ might have said Frenchman, “is an Ad- 
Judge Upsur has undertaken its management, with | miral’s commission which I hold from my King. 
the noble pupose of serving his country—of restoring Here too is an official register of the French Navy ; 
economy an: efficiency to this much abused service on it, I am borne as an Admiral. And, in token of 
—and of ereting, in the gratitude of his countrymen, this rank, I wear at my mast-head, a squre flag— 








Pt. monument f praise for his well timed and patriotic the badge, which the usages of the sea have estab- 
~ efforts. As ir as he is concerned, every thing will lished, and which all the nations of the earth recog- 


be done for te Navy that the public weal requires. | nize and acknowledge, as the outward and visible in- 
He has alreay recommended a Naval School ; the signium, of my high office. These are my cre- 
creation of «imirals; an extention of the torces dentials, which have been received and admitted 
afloat ; an incrase of the Marine Corps; and, though | from time immemorial, and about which there can be 
last, not least, n amelioration of the Sailor’s condi-| no dispute. Pardon me; but I may now ask for 
tion—measures all of them, highly important, and, yours, Monsieur Captaine? for I perceive that your 
much requiredyy the public necessities. All, ex-| pame is borne on your official register as that of a 
cept the last, hye been fully discussed in our col- Captain only—and the regulations of your service: 
uimns ; and therepre it is unnecessary to go again into forbid that you should be styled Commodore.” 
any lengthened agument to show how the interests of —«« All that is very true, sir; but my credentials are 
the public at larg are to be advanced by them. ‘to be seen in that broad pennant which you see fly- 
The sailors raton is now what it was nearly fifty ing at my main.” 
years ago, In themidst of all the improvements of « Well, sir, since you have no regular papers, I'll 
every kind whichhas been going on around him, no admit your bunting for all that the usages and cus- 
change—and therehas been great room for change— | toms of the sea will allow it. It is triangular—mine 
has been made in ack’s diet. We should be glad to js square. From remote time, and by all maritime 
see the whiskey, Wiich now forms a part of his ration nations, the triangular pennant, such as you wear, 
commuted for suga and tea or chocolate, which are has been considered as the outward badge of a grade 
now as much necesary as pork and molasses. lof officers called Commodores, and subordinate to 
For many valuabb suggestions, as to improving the | Admirals. ‘There are several such commanding divi- 
condition of the saior, and thereby promoting the sions of my fleet; they are my inferiors , and by your 
public interest, see m excellent article by Lieutenant | rule, you can claim equality of rank only with them 
Javis of the Navy, nthe October No. of the Ameri- |—and, were you to fall in with one of them, you 


ean Quarterly. Wehave nothing to add to the judi- 
cious remarks of tha officer on this subject. 

Upon the same prirciple, and for the same reasons, 
that armies, in all countries, are commanded by Gen- | 
erals, Navies are commanded by Admirals. Custom 
and universal experierce are as much in favor of the 
one as ofthe other: and the non-existence of this, or 
of a corresponding grade in our Navy, is daily felt as 
an evil; and, on some occasions has proved truly hu- 
miliating to the officers themselves. 

In a navy as large as ours now is, a high state of 
discipline can never be maintained without the assis- 
tance of higher grades. At present, there are too 
many heads; for all Captains are equal. 

None of the insignia of rank, which deck an Ad- 
miral’s ship, are allowed to be worn by the Ameri- 





t See the cost of ordnance and stores for the soon ae Tt 
Vincennes and Fairfield, reported to Congress in Feb. 1841. 
} Worm.—To wind a thread spirally in the interstices of a 


would readily admit him as an equal.” 

* To be candid, such is our custom I admit; but,” 
continues the American officer, “‘ I am the Comman- 
der-in-chief of the United States Naval Forces in 
these seas—you are only the same of the French—my 
command is quite as respectable, and in all respects, 
as important, as yours; therefore I claim to be equal 
in rank to yourself.” 

«« These are the grounds,”’ replies the other, “‘ which 
I expected you to take in the first instance ; and there 
might seem to be some degree of plausibility in them; 
for you have under you, some fine ships, I admit. 
But as I reminded you before, I find that at home, you 
are nothing but a Captain ; and that your present com- 
mand isa mere temporary trust; pull down that 
piece of bunting: at your mast-head, and you are 
again the mere Captain—subject asI find by your 
laws, to be ordered to the command of any single 
ship over 20 guns. Such an inferior post as_this is, 





rope, 


it is impossible for an Admiral in the French Navy 
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ever to fill. Suppose that I andall my commissioned 
officers, should be killed by some accident, possible, 
but not probable. My Boatswain would then be the 
commanding officer of this fleet. He might then use 
the same argument with you, which you now use 
with me. But would you admit him as an officer 
equal inrank to yourself, knowing that in France, he 
is recognized as nothing buta mere Boatswain, ina tem- 
porary command; as I know that you, in your coun- 
try, are recognized by your laws, only as a Captain? 

“* Moreover, I am just from a foreign court, where 
his Majesty, the King of the French, was respected 
by a Minister ;--your government, though with in- 
terests more important, was represented by a Charge 
d’ Affaires. But his Majesty’s Minister, in all cases, 
took precedence of your Charge. Now, suppose 
your Republic had been as niggardly of rank in its 
diplomatic corps, as it has been of rank in the Navy 
—and that, Charge d’ Affvires had been the highest 
rank in that corps, as Captain isin your Navy. All 
Europe knows as well what a Charge d’Affuires is, 
as .every maritime nation knows what a Navy Cap- 
tain is—could.it be expected, that other courts would 
have returned you Ministers for Charges ?—or, that 
these would have been received on the same footing, 
or recognized at the courts to which they might be 
accredited, as of the same rank and importance, with 
the Ministers of other nations? 

“You say that yours, though a Captain’s, is the 
highest rank known 1n your service, as Admiral is in 
mine ;—that you command a detachment of the 
American Navy, as I do of the French ; that your force 
is equal to mine; and that therefore, you are entitled 
to be placed upon a footing with me, or any Admi- 
ral in any service. And so, inthe case supposed, 
your Charge might say:—He would be the highest 
diplomatic functionary known to your government ; 
he would represent a nation as respectable as any in 
the world ;—and might be charged with interest as 
important, nay more so, than any of the Ministers 
around him. But would he, for this reason, be put 
upon a footing with them? Your Government saw 
at once the necessity of conforming with the general 
usage of other nations, by making the rank of your 
Army officers and diplomatic agents, to correspond 
with those of other nations. This necessity did not 
at first exist with your Navy, because, until your last 
war, you may be said to have hadno Navy. But 
now, your country, after having been fonght into a 
naval power by Great Britain, is possessed of a na- 
vy not to be despised. And if your Republic desires 
that the Commanders of her naval forces should be 
treated with the comity of Admirals, a decent re- 
spect for the opinion of the world, for the customs 
of other nations, and tor the usages of the sea, re- 
quires that she should first show that she herself 
holds her own officers in proper estimation ; by in- 
vesting them with rank, honors and titles, to corres- 

ond with like officers in otherservices. In failing to 

ave Admirals, the United States has departed from 
the customs of nations. Those customs are well 
known, and well established; and it is better that 
your Government should conform to them, than that 
all the world else besides, should depart therefrom to 
bumor a mere fancy.” 

We respect the opinions of others, however erro» 
neous they may be, when honestly entertained. Ma- 
ny, in their oppositions to the grade of Admirals, take 
the nse it is a popular one—that Captain is 
the highest grade known in the American navy, and 
therefore an American Captian is equal to the high- 
est deers of any other navy, whatever be the title— 
for that it ‘is immaterial by what name we call him, 
whether Captain or Midshipman. 

Granted—let him be called Sachem or Sea Ser- 
pent; only make his duties such as become the im- 
portance of the highest station in the navy. In eve- 
v military service, the officer who is regutred to do 
uties that properly pertain to a grade inferior to the 
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one occupied by him, considers himself dgraded 
What would Captains in the Army think, wre the 
required to do Corporal’s duty? or Generals if they 
were compelled to serve as Captain? 

Certainly ifa General in our army, wereequired 
to do those duties, which, in other armies, niversal 
custom has assigned to Captains, no one woul main- 
tain that an American General was an offi¢r equal 
in rank to the foreign General. His title ‘ould be 
considered as a misnomer, calculated to leceive. 
The captain in our navy is required to perfan those 
duties, which, in other navies, are consideredbeneath 
the dignity of Admiral, and are assigned t officers 
of an inferior grade. And as the true stadard of 
an officer’s rank, are the trusts reposed, the hors con- 
ferred, and the duties required of him, al that the 
friends of inereased rank in the navy desi, is, that 
the duties, honors, and trusts, which areonferred 
upon, and required of, Admirals in oth navies, 
should be conterred upon, and required ofa certain 
number of officers in onr navy—by what nme these 
officers shall be designated as a class, is innaterial— 
only we should object to the style and tit of ‘Sea 
Kings ;? Sachem or Dux would do ; thougtwe should 
prefer to follow in the wake of those wh most use 
the sea. 

In the language of the Report, “ Theank of Ad- 
miral is known in all the navies of the wrld; it has 
existed through along course of ages, ad has been 
fully tested in the experience of all natins. It stili 
exists; and is still approved. That whih has been 
found valuable in the naval service ofother coun- 
tries, we have good reason to believe wl be equally 
valuable in our own.” 

The Navy Department can now boa! of a man of® 
industry and of energy. It has fallen ito the hands 
of one who can appreciate the imprtance of the 
situation; whose pride it is, to reformthe abuses of 
the service; to correct its faults, anc to make it in 
all respects, the worthy bulwark off great nation. 
Times were never more propitious forthe navy, than 
they now are. It hasa friend in ii present head, 
who will give tone to its enfeebled sate, and who is 
determined to let its wants be know ; notwithstan- 
ing its abuses, it still is the pride o/the nation; and 
public sentiment is strongly in itsfavr. The work of 
reform has been commenced ; andCongress is pre- 
pared to do for it whatever the natiaal weal requires. 
And this is all we crave, and all ye have contended 
for. 

The interests of the service clealy require a mul- 
tiplication of subordinate grades ;~and, the new Sec- 
retary lays it down with the forceof a mathematical 
truth, that it would be both wise ind politic to estab- 
lish them. So we think. 

From the lowest to the highest grade, now in the 
navy, there are but three steps inthe line of promo- 
tion. Merely to create grades,that degrees in the 
scale of official rank may be multiplied, we think 
neither politic nor wise. But when experience has 
taught us the wanc of more grad/s ; when the neces- 
sities of the service have actualy created them, and 
the public convenience has approved them, surely 
caution itself and the most stold dread of innovation 
will admit it to be not only wise and politic but in all 
respects prudent and desirable, that the law should 
give them palpable existence. 

We have seen, that, in spite of regulation and the 
law, the necessities and daily convenience of the 
service have introduced into the navy, a higher grade 
than that of captain—fo r some distinction between 
an officer who commands many ships, and one who 
commands but a single ship, is both necessary and 
convenient. For like reasons, and by the same sage 
counsellor, the intermediate grade of lieutenant 
commandant has been introduced ; custom has estab- 
lished it; and there are many good and suflicient rea- 
sons, why the law should confirm it. Of these, we 
can urge, briefly, none better nor more sufficient, 
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thn the simple fact, that the necessities of the ser- 

vce kave, of themselves, introduced it ; that many | 

yars of actual trial have approved it and that, 
aily practice and experience show it to be both ne-| 
essary and convenient 

There are many separate commands in the navy, 
smal! in themselves, but highly usefuland necessa- 
ry, which are properly considered beneath the digni- 
ty of captains and commanders: such, for instance, 
are the commands of brigs and schooners, with other 
inferior stations. To such, itis the custom ofthe 
service to assign lieutenants with the complimentary 
title of lieutenant commandant. 

Officers thus situated enjoy the title, privileges 
and emoluments of a distinct and separate grade ; as 
they have the substance, we would make a virtue of) 
necessity, and give them the shadow too; and the 
more especially, as in the shadow, is contained a 
public good. 

This grade is intermediate between lieutenant 
and commander; and though convenient and use- 
ful in itself, it has been made, as it now exists, the 
source of much heart-burning among officers, and of 
rreat injury to the service. Wonld the law estab- 


‘which it is lawful or proper to require at the hands 
of a captain; so of commanders; and so of lien- 
tenants. And so too would it be of lieutenants 
commandant. 

This being the case—which no one will dispute— 
‘the duties of each grade should be confined by law, 
to the officers of that grade; anda statute which 
should require this much of the Department, would 
be hailed not only as wise and judicious in itself, but 
as highly beneficial to the service,at large. It is not 
only an unjust reflection upon the officers of any grade 
but it is ruinous to the service, to look below that 
grade for other officers to do its duties—it interrupts 
harmony, breaks down discipline, and damps the 
esprit de corps of officers. This has been done in the 
Exploring Expedition ; this has been done in the Flo- 
rida Expedition; and this has been done in numerous 
other instances of late years. 

Much attentive observation on the subject has 
brought our mind to the conviction, that it is essential 
to the harmony, discipline and well-being of the ser- 
vice, to confine, whenever it can be done, the duties 
of each grade, strictly to the officers of that grade, 
and to none other. 

To be continued. 














ish it, and draw above and below it, the line by! LS TE aindlinellle: 58 wcerves 
which its duties should be limited, the field of favor-) 4 . at 
itismin the navy would be both shortened. and nar-| of H2.42 ¥". 
rowed ; by these means, many of those considera- PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS 
tions, which now induce officers to forget their self- BY THE PRESIDENT 
respect, and to become hangers-on at Washington By axp wirn THE apvice AND CONSENT or THE SExaTe. 
foy nice berths, would be removed. PROMOTIONS. 

We would confine, by law, the duties of lieuten- Corps of Topographical Engincers. 


ant commandant, to the first lientenancy of na- 2d Lieut Wm H Warner to be Ist Lieutenant, Sep- 
wy yards, to the first lieutenancy of all vessels tember Ist, 1841, vice Allen, deceased. 

Aarger, and to the captaincy of all vessels smaller, First Regiment of Dragoons. 

than sloops-of-war. Their pay, when on duty,should 2d Lieutenant Thomas MeCrate to be Ist Lieute- 
be what it now is—$1,800 a year; and when off, that nant, January 29th, 1839, viee Robinson, resigned, to 
of a lieutenant at sea. |stand next below Ist Lieutenant Grier. 

Amorg the number required to fill these stations,|_ Brevet 2d Lieutenant Leonidas Jenkins to be 2d 
would be found officers well qualified to perform) Lieutenant, December 31st, 1541, vice McCrate, pro- 
every duty not only of this, but of any other grade moted. ; 
in their line of the service. Hence the Department __. Second Regiment of Dragoons. 
would not have the power, should it ever again pos-|__!st Lieut Nathan Darling to be Captain, December 


“glee ne -.. | 15, 1841, vice Ashby, resigned. 
sess the inclination, to go down, as it has done, to its, “*: .) Ys Tesig : 
favorites among the passed midshipmen and other’ 2d Lieut John H Hill to_be Ist Licutenant ; October 


yunior officers, to obtain commanders for our men-of- he gy Bee brn thine, ocr Ist Lieutenant, De- 
war schooners. , -,,.  cember 15,1841, vice Darling, promoted. 

There are, at this time, several passed midship- Brevet 2d Lieut Philip W McDonald, to be 2d 
men in command of schooners, which it would be NO Lieutenant, October 8, 1841, vice Hill, promoted. 
refiection upon them to say, many lieutenants, in| Brevet 2d Lieut Patrick Calhoun to be 2d Lieuten- 
every respect more deserving and capable, have! ant, December 15, 1841, vice Lowry, promoted. 
sought in vain. ‘ : First Regiment of Artillery. 

We never did subscribe to the monstrous absurdi- Brevet 2d Lieut Samuel Jones to be 2d Lieutenant, 
ty, that date of commission, instead of qualifications, | Scptember 28, 1841, vice Whipple, transferred to the 
should be consulted in the selection of officers fer) Corps of Topographical Engineers. 
any particular service. But qualifications and all Third Regiment of Artillery. 
things else being equal, except date of commission,| 1st Lieutenant Robert Anderson to be Captain, Oc- 
we should then, in all cases, let date of commission tober 23d, 1841, vice Garner, deceased- 
take precedence where there was competition; and) Ist Lieut E D Keyes to be Captain, November 30th, 
it is hoped and believed, there always will be com- 1541, vice Lee, promoted in the staff. 
petition among officers for posts of honor. We ad-|_ 24 Lieut William Gilham to be Ist Lieut, October 
mit the propriety of allowing the Department, in the a 1841, vice Anderson, promoted. a 
selection of officers, all the latitude necessary for , 24 Lient Wm 'T Sherman to be Ist Lieut, November 
procuring the most suitable talents and qualifications | “* 184 I, vice Keyes, promoted, : 
for the services required. But, when that grade to Oo eas 2d atous John F Reynolds to be 2d Lieut, 
which these services properly pertain, affords officers | ~°"° er 23, cr oo Gilham, promoted. 
in all respects capable and fit, the law certainly should; 9 Lieut D: ae of inform: wane 
forbid the Secretary to look among his favorites in), “(#71eut Manicl Chandler to be 2st Aaeut, sep 


Fr OS . , tember 30th, 1841, vice Currier, resigned. 
the subordinate grades, for some one to fill the post. Brevet 2d }.ieut Israel B Richardson, tobe 24 Lieu- 
of honor supposed. 


: |enant, September 30th, 1841, vice Chandler, promoted. 
We profess to be well acquainted with the navy;, Fighth Regiment of Infantry. 

and we assert with the confidence of knowledge, that; 2d Lieut Joseph Selden to be Ist Lieut, 7th Septem- 
in each grade of officers are to be found individuals ber, 1841, vice Harvie, deceased. 

highly capable of performing with credit tothem-| Brevet 2d Lieut Alex C H Darne tobe 2d Lieut 
selves, and with honor to their country, any kind of September 9th, 1S41, vice Sclden,promoted.  _ 
service or duty which belongs to their grade. There| Brevet 2d Lieut C F Morris to be 2d Lieut Septem- 
are captains in the navy, who would discharge with! ber 28th, 1841, vice Clark, transferred to the 2d Dra- 
ability any duty, however infportant or difficult, FOoNs. 
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RE-APPOINTMENTS. 

Benjamin F Larned re-appointed Paymaster in the 
Army, from the 24th of November, 1841, when his 
former commission expired. 

Thos J Leslie re-appointed Paymaster in the Army, 
from the 27th November, 1841, when his former com- 
mission expired. 

APPOINTMENTS. 
Subsistence Department. | 

Major Joseph P ‘Taylor, Commissary of Subsist-| 
ence, to be Assistant Commissary General of Subsist- 
ence, with the rank of J.ieutenant Colonel, Nov 30, 
1841, vice Hook, deceased. | 

Captain Richard B Lee, Brevet Major, Commissary | 
of Subsistence, with the rank of Major, November COth, | 
1841, vice Taylor, promoted. 

Ist Lieut GG Waggaman, of the Ist Artillery, to | 
be Commissary of Subsistence, with the rank of Cap- 
tain, December 2, 1841, vice Lee, promoted. 

Medical Department. 

William Levely, of the State of Maryland, to be As- 
sistant Surgeon, September 30th, 1841. 

Dabne Herndon, of the State of Virginia, to be As- 
sistant Surgeon, September 30, 1841. 

Pay Department. ‘ 

St Clair Denny, late Captain Sth Infantry, to be 
Paymaster, October 15th, 1841, vice Herring dismissed, 

Charles Davies, late Professor inthe Military Aca- 

demy, to be Paymaster, November 17th, 1541, vice 
Fraser, resigned. 


Oar. 


Feb. ORDERS. 


3—Lieut J S Missroon, ordnance duty under Commo 
Wadsworth, Inspr Ord. 
Mid R M Cuyler, receiving ship, Norfolk. 
P Mid W A Wayne, rendezvous, do 
Asst Sur L. J Williams, sloop Falmouth. 
Mid B B Wright, sloop Ontario. 
4—Asst Sur J M Minor, ship Independence. 
5—Mid E C Grafton, detd from frigate Columbia, 
Mid F A Parker, leave 1 month, having returned 
from Florida expedition on sick ticket. 
Asst Sur 8 Jackson, steamer Mississippi, vice R W 
Leecock, detached on account of ill health. 
Asst Sur C D Maxwell, naval hospital, Norfolk. 
Mid R Stuart, receiving ship, New York. 
HOME SQUADRON. 

List of officers ordered to the steamer Missouri at 
‘New York. 

Captain, John T Newton. 

Lieutenants, James tl Ward, Simon B Bissell, John 
F Borden, William B Renshaw. 

Surgeon, W F McCienahan. Asst Sur Oscar F 
Baxter. Purser, Rodman M Price. .4dcting Master, 
J RM Mullany. 

Passed Mid M C Perry. Midshipmen, A Destonde, 
W W Low, R T Renshaw, J B Kinkead. 

Boatswain, R Dixon. Gunner JM Cooper. Car- 
penter Russell Smith. Sailmalker Charles Harvey. 
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Sloop Vandalia, at Norfolk. 

Conmmunder, William Ramsay. 

Lieutenants, Charles H Poor, Robert F Pinkney, 
fohn L Ring, Richard L Tilghman, Richard S Trapier. 

Surgeon, Daniel S Green, .dsst Sur EH Conway. 
Purser, Robert S Moore. - Acting Master, Matthias C 
Marine. Prof of Math B McGowan. 

Midshipmen, Charles P MeGary, John Laurens, 
Thomas Flournoy, William E Hopkins, David Ochil- 
tree, Edmund Shepherd, Copeland P Jones, Alexander 
A Semmes, John H Johnson, James L Ferguson, Wil- 
liam T Burwell. 

Carpenter, James Leckie. Sailmaker, James P Wood. 


Officers of the sloop of war John Adams, at Boston, 
bound to the coast of Brazil. 
Commander, Thomas A Conover 
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Lieutenants, Henry Moor, Edward M Yard, Luter 


Stoddard, Henry C Flagg 


Surgeon, Isaac Brinckerhoff. 4sst Surgeon J 
Francis Tuckerman. Purser, Hugh W Greene. ¢ 
ing Master, Henry L Chipman, Chaplain, Maes} 
Chase. Passed Mid Stephen D Lavallette. Prof ¢ 


Math William Flyle. 


Midshipmen, J H Noues, J C Campbell, J V McCol 
um, JL Tillotson, E A Selden, AJ Dallas, J B 
Yates, F A Roe, WV Gilliss, P Spencer, R Stuart. 

Boatswain, W C Clark. Gunner, J C Davis, Car- 
penter, EF W Barnicoat. Sailmaker, C Frost. 

APPOINTMENT. 
Feb. 5—Robert Dixon, acting Boatswain. 
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TO MARINERS. 
Cuance or Pinor Station FRom THE RIVER HooGguty.— 


Notice is hereby given, that referring to the impracti- 


cability during the last S W monsoon, owing to the 
increasing resort of shipping to the port of Calcutta, to 


‘supply Pilots at the distant station off Point Palmyras, 


the following arrangements will be adopted for the 
next S W Monsoon. 

1. A Pilot vessel will be stationed on False Point 
during the next S W monsoon, say from the 15th 
March to the 15th September, 1842, bearing, according 
to circumstances, E- by N. to S. E. by 5. from the light 
house, and in fiom 10 to 15 fathoms depth of water. 
| 2. This vessel will exhibit by day when any others 
are in sight, besides the usual Company’s ensign at her 
peak, a large Danish Jack (red and whitecross) at her 
main-top-gallant-mast head ; and at night,a good light , 
in the same situation, besides burning a bluelight every 
hour ; and beating a gong frequently, in calm, thickg 
weather, to warn vessels coming from the Southward 
of her near neighborhood. She will not, however, 
have any pilots on board, the main object of her inten- 
ded station off False Point being to guard all inward 
bound vessels from proceeding to the old station off 
Point Palmyras during the next season, and directing 
them toa new one in the south channel between the 
tails of the eastern and western reeis, where pilot ves- 
sels will then be found in from 16 to 20 fathoms water, 
and from 6 toS miles southwest of the present South 
channel buoy, that buoy lying in latitude 20 deg. 58 
min. 30 sec. N., longitude $8 deg. 4. min. east of Green- 
Wich, and in 2 fathoms water. 

3. For the purpose of more distinctly marking the 
new station, the commanding officer’s vessel there wall 
always wear by day, when other vessels are in sight, 
a large St. George’s Jack (white with red cross) at 
her main-top-gallant-mast he ad, besides the usual con. 
pany’s colors at her peak ; and at night be distinguish- 
ed by a constant good mast heau light, by blue lights 
and maroous, used alternately every half hour, and 
also by guns fired eyery four hours, say at 8 P. M.a 
midnight, and 4 A. M., with good rockets discharged at 

| the same time. 
| 4. All vessels are recommended to be mostcareTul in 
coming over from False Point to the New Station, by 
constant attention to the lead, and thereby correcting 
their steerage, as tide or currents may or may not set 
i them out of their proper course; and they are also ad- 
vised not to come under 16 fathoms, at night especially, 
| till they reach the Pilot’s station, and get their proper 
| Pilots on board. 
| 5. Lastly—all vessels are directed not to approach 
ithe Pilot Station at night without giving due warning } 
| and not only by the exhibition of lights, say two verti- 
cal, where best seen, but also by the discharge ofa gun, 
if they have any on board, as soon as they descry the 
| first pilot vessel near them. They are farther recom- 
mended to be most careful not? to come in collision 
with any of the pilot vessels at the station, on their 
own account no less than that of the public, as they 
will be held responsible for all damages, and called 
upon afterwards to pay for all that may have arisen from 
bad look out, inattention to duty, or carelessness of any 
kind whatever. 
JAMES C. MELVILL, Secretary. 
East Inpia Hovee, Lonpox, 13th Dec. 1841 
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